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CINCINNATI POLICE DEPARTMENT 
REVISED NOVEMBER 2003 PIT BULL INFORMATION SHEET  

 
 

REQUIREMENTS TO OWN A PIT BULL TERRIER IN THE CITY LIMITS 
1. Pit bull must be registered with the Cincinnati Police Department by  
 November 1, 2003 
2. You may only own one pit bull over 6 months old 
3. Pit bulls must be under the control of a competent adult 
4. Pit bulls require muzzles and leashes, leash not to exceed 3 feet in length 
5. Pit bulls require special housing and/or caging 
6. Pit bulls are considered vicious dogs 
7. Liability insurance is required for pit bulls 
 
HOW TO REGISTER A PIT BULL (DANGEROUS/VICIOUS DOG) 
1. Respond to nearest Police District and pick up a pit bull packet or download the pit 

bull packet information from the Cincinnati Police Department web site: 
www.cincinnatipolice.org  

2. Call the Police Department, Records Section, at line (513) 352-6459 to obtain a tattoo 
number. 

3. Respond to an individual licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the state of Ohio 
and have the vicious dog tattooed on an inside thigh and have an identifying microchip 
inserted between the top of the dog's shoulder blades at the withers. 

4. Respond to the nearest Police District and provide: 
• Documentation from the veterinarian describing the tattoo and microchip number 
• Current color photographs of the dog showing the front face, side head, and whole 

body of the dog, and any other identifying characteristic such as a color marking or 
scar 

• The completed Cincinnati Police Department Dangerous/ Vicious Dog Registration 
Form (Form 15D) 

• Documentation verifying $50,000 worth of liability insurance for the dog 
 
 
POLICE DISTRICTS 
1. District One 310 Ezzard Charles Dr. Cincinnati, Ohio 45214 -  (513) 352-3505 
2. District Two 3295 Erie Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45208 -  (513) 979-4400 
3. District Three 3201 Warsaw Avenue Cincinnati Ohio 45205 - (513) 352-3574 
4. District Four 4150 Reading Rd Cincinnati, Ohio 45229 -  (513) 352-3576 
5. District Five 1012 Ludlow Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45223 -  (513) 352-3578 
 
 
SPCA 
1. SPCA Cincinnati is located at 3949 Colerain Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45223 
2. SPCA phone number is 513-541-6100 
3. Web site is www.spcacincinnati.org 

http://www.cincinnatipolice.org/
http://www.spcacincinnati.org/
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Cincinnati Police Department 
Dangerous / Vicious Dog Registration 

District: Date: 

Name of Owner / Harborer: 

Date of Birth:  Social Security Number: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

Dog Information: 

Breed:  Age: Sex: 

Color: Coat:  

Inoculation number: 

Hamilton County Dog License number: 

Expiration Date: 

Tattoo number: Microchip number: 

Documentation Enclosed: 

Veterinarian description of:  Tattoo:  Yes / No  

  Microchip insertion:  Yes / No  

Photographs:  Front Face:  Yes / No  

 Side Head:  Yes / No  

 Whole Body:  Yes / No  

 Unusual Markings:  Yes / No  

Photocopy of ($50,000 minimum) liability insurance policy enclosed:  Yes / No  

Renewal: Yes/No Copy of updated insurance provided: Yes/No 

Registration Officer: Badge Number: 

Supervisor: Badge Number: 
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Please Post  

Laws for Cincinnati Dog Owners 

Several new dog regulations became law on February 22, 2000 in the City of Cincinnati. 

These laws impact all individuals owning or harboring a dog. 

 

Leash Law  Dogs cannot run at large in the City of Cincinnati. All dogs are required to be on a leash 
when off the property of the owner or harborer or when the dog is not in a motor vehicle. 
The leash must be of such length to keep the dog from annoying others. There are special 
requirements for pit bulls and any dog classified as dangerous or vicious.  

Pit Bulls The pit bull ban in Cincinnati will be reinstated November 1, 2003. Ownership of a pit 
bull is now permitted as long as the owner or harborer has registered the pit bull by 
November 1, 2003 and abides by the specific rules and restrictions of ownership.  

 Pit bulls must be registered with the Cincinnati Police Department. 
 You may own only one pit bull over the age of 6 months. 
 Pit bulls must be under the control of a competent adult. 
 Pit bulls require special housing and/or caging. 
 Pit bulls require special leashes and muzzles.  
 Pit bulls are considered "vicious" dogs.  
 Liability Insurance is required for pit bulls 

Dangerous Dogs  

The courts can declare a dog as "Dangerous" if while off the owner's or harborer's property and 
unprovoked, the dog causes an individual to reasonably believe that the dog will cause physical harm to a 
person or if the dog has the propensity or disposition to attack or cause injury to humans or domestic 
animals. Special ownership and harboring regulations apply to the use of leashes, housing, transportation 
and registration of all dogs declared dangerous by the courts.  

Vicious Dogs  

The courts can declare a dog as "Vicious" if the dog has: 

• Without provocation inflicted severe injury on a person;  
• Been trained for dog fighting or is kept primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting; 
• Is a dog commonly defined as a pit bull; or  
• Been used in the commission of a crime.  

Special ownership and harboring regulations apply to the use of leashes, housing, transportation and 
registration of all dogs declared vicious by the courts and pit bulls.  

For more information about the new Cincinnati dog laws and how they apply to you, contact the 
Cincinnati Police Department, Records Section, at 352-6459. 
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New Laws for Owners of Pit Bulls 
Cincinnati Municipal Code Chapter 701 

 
Vicious Dog. "Vicious dog" shall mean any dog which:  
 
1) without provocation, has inflicted severe injury on a person; or 
 
2) has been trained for dog fighting or is kept primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting; or 
  
3) is a dog commonly defined as a pit bull; or 
 
4) has been used in the commission of a crime.  
 
Vicious Dogs to be Properly Confined or Leashed.  
 
The owner or harborer of a vicious dog shall:  
 
a. When the dog is indoors secure all means of egress so that the dog may not exit;  
 
b. When the dog is outside and on the premises of the owner or harborer, confined at all times in a 

roofed, securely fenced, and locked, barricade designed so that the dog may not dig its way out. The 
barricade must be at least six feet in height measuring from the ground with an attached top, and 
posted with a sign stating vicious dog by both symbol and words, and constructed so that a child can 
not penetrate the barricade with his hand; 

 
c. When the dog is off the premises of the owner or harborer, muzzled and securely restrained with a 

leash not exceeding three feet in length and under the control of a competent adult. In the alternative 
said vicious dog may be confined in a locked crate which is constructed of material of sufficient 
strength to prevent escape and posted with a sign stating vicious dog by both symbol and words, and 
constructed so that a child can not penetrate the barricade with his hand;  

 
d. When the dog is in a vehicle or is being transported in an open truck bed, or other conveyance, it shall 

be confined in a locked crate or cage which is constructed of material of sufficient strength to prevent 
escape and posted with a sign stating vicious dog by both symbol and words, and constructed so that a 
child can not penetrate the barricade with his hand;  

 
Possession of a Vicious Dog.  
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to own or harbor more than one vicious dog, which is over the age of 
six months, at one time. 
 
Possession of a Vicious Dog Prohibited.  
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to own or harbor a dangerous or vicious dog unless said dog has been 
registered pursuant to this chapter.  
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Liability Insurance Required.  
The owner or harborer of a vicious dog, or in event the owner is a minor, the owner's parent or 
guardian shall obtain and keep in force liability insurance, in an amount of not less than $50,000, 
protecting against injury or death caused by the vicious dog. The owner or harborer, or in the 
event the owner or harborer is a minor, the owner's or harborer's parent or guardian shall provide 
the Cincinnati Police Department with proof of the insurance required herein.  
 
Vicious Dog Registration.   (Cincinnati Municipal Code Section 701-8) 
The owner or harborer of a vicious dog shall, within seven days of possession, comply with 
subsections a through c of this section; and with all other subsections as indicated herein.  
 
a. Have the vicious dog tattooed on an inside thigh and have an identifying micro chip  

inserted between the top of the dog's shoulder blades at the withers, by an individual licensed 
to practice veterinary medicine in the state of Ohio. The tattoo shall be a number provided by 
the Cincinnati Police Department.  

 
b. Provide the Cincinnati Police Department with:  

1. Documentation from the veterinarian describing the tattoo and microchip number;  
2. Current color photographs of the dog showing the front face, side head, and whole body of 

the dog, and any other identifying characteristic such as color marking or scars; and  
3. The name, address, and phone number of the owner or harborer  

 
c. If the owner or harborer has registered a vicious dog he/she shall notify within 24 hours, the 

Cincinnati Police Department of a change of his address and/or phone number;  
 
d. If the owner or harborer of a vicious dog has sold, given away, or if control of said dog  

has in any other manner been transferred for more than 48 consecutive hours, he shall notify 
the Cincinnati Police Department within 24 hours of the name and address of the individual 
harboring the dog.  

 
e. Within 72 hours of taking possession of a dog registered under this chapter, register the dog 

with the Cincinnati Police Department, if the dog is harbored in the City of Cincinnati.  
 
f. The owner or harborer of a vicious dog shall re-register the dog with the Cincinnati Police 

Department annually.  
 
g. The owner or harborer of a vicious dog shall immediately notify the Cincinnati Police 

Department when the dog is loose or has attacked a person.  
 
 
Several new dog regulations became law on February 22, 2000 in the City of Cincinnati. 
These new laws impact all individuals owning or harboring a pit bull. For more information 
about the new Cincinnati Dog laws and how they apply to you, contact the Cincinnati Police 
Department, Records Section, at 352-6459.  
 
A ban on pit bulls for the City of Cincinnati will be reinstated November 1, 2003.  Only pit 
bulls registered with the Cincinnati Police Department by November 1, 2003 will be allowed to 
remain in the City of Cincinnati. 

 


